University. It is based on the proceedings as also the edited research
papers presented at a Two-day National Workshop-own- Seminar on
the same theme held in November, 1994. The book has been widely
hailed as the first publication of its kind on the topic in India in tune
with the current emphasis by the UGC and National Assessment and
Accreditation Council for upliftment and safeguards on quality in all
aspects of higher education.
Update on Open Learning
It is hoped that SYNERGY would serve as an update on various
facets of open learning through the distance mode of teaching
particularly adapted to India and the developing countries. Though
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University's educational jurisdiction is
confined to the territory of Andhra Pradesh State with a population of
nearly 80 million adult men and women, the University itself has over
one third of its learners and employees as women. This is also reflected
in the contributors to this volume fifty per cent of whom are women.
As the University's motto is service with growth and social equity, care
has been taken to examine how educational facilities are provided and
made to reach the scheduled castes or for that matter empowerment
of women through the distance mode. Science Programmes through
the distance mode were for the first time introduced in India by
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University in 1982- 83. We have over 10 years'
vital experience and have adopted corrective measures based on the
feedback and shortcomings. There are at least four articles devoted to
science and vocational and technical education. A wide spectrum of
issues including the use of multimedia, networking in Open Education,
policy alternatives, economics of distance education and cost- saving
approaches as also the need for research on distance education all find
a place.
Forward Step:
I have every reason to believe that SYNERGY will be a forward
step in the field of distance education with a pathfinding approach to
certain areas where new directions are welcome. It would also meet
the need of policy planners in the field of higher education as how to
serve the ever increasing masses with skill development, acquisition of
professional excellence as also access to higher education beyond the
class-room and through lifelong continuing education as a means of
growth and learning. We present this as a reference work with insights
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